
ABRHS PHYSICS (AP) 

Orbital Definitions 
Key Orbital Positions of Planets 

 
 

 

 
 

Elliptical Orbits 
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R:  semi-major axis
p:  perihelion
a:  aphelion
c:  center
e:  eccentricity

e = c / R
p = R – c
a = R + c


